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TITLE

MAKING URBAN 
SPACES BEAUTIFUL



PRESENTATION
 “I  believe that  today more than ever,  the places  in 
which we live can be improved by works of art capable 
of  enhancing  their  aesthetics,  which  are  too  often 
ignored.

With that in mind, this is a more dynamic vision: it has 
come about through a study of the sea and the wind, 
translated into sculptural expressions.”

Vincenzo Ganadu’s sculptural works of art came about as a 
historical-environmental interpretation of Sardinia, the island 
where he lives.

From a historical point of view, the Nuraghic Civilisation (16th to 3rd 

century B.C) left a legacy of symbols that represented an 
independent and tenacious people. It is precisely from these 
symbols that the Temerari emerge, inspired by bronze 
figurines that look upwards, twisting  and turning in order to find 
the exact same position as the archer (Cupid, the messenger of 
love), the javelin thrower, the warrior and the Temerario.



TECHNICAL DATA
Title: I Temerari
Author: Vincenzo Ganadu
Date: 2025
Dimensions: h. 3.70 m. ( small) h. 4.50 m. (large)
Weight: estimated 800 - 1,200 kgs.

OPERATIONAL COMPONENTS
Technique: assembly of concrete and iron components (sections 8,10 and 15)

Materials: iron, concrete, wire mesh and fibreglass

PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES
1st  phase: casting of the C 30 plinth
2nd phase: assembly of the structural steel
3rd phase: positioning and welding of the wire mesh

4th phase: treatment of the metal parts with converter

5th phase: application of pressurised fibre cement
6th phase: creation of planes and volumes (2-3 layers)



FIGURATIVE COMPONENTS

STYLE
contemporary abstract 
monument featuring the 
silhouette of a warrior.

COMPOSITION
vertical development.

LINES MOVEMENT
the lines that give shape to 
the figure create alternating full 
and empty planes.

LIGHT
the openings within the works 
allow light to appear more 
freely.

turning upwards.

VOLUME
the volumes are more 
consistent in the lower 
sections while they become 
less so in the upper sections.



CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY
This  is  issued  in  paper  format,  with  information 
provided by the artist together with the date and a 
signature.

PERSONALIZATION
Works by Ganadu can be created with surfaces that 
imitate granite or bronze, and may also be covered 
with  ceramic  tile  mosaics.  It  is  also  possible  to 
commission  one-off  sculptures  at  any  height, 
choosing from among the many terracotta drafts and 
figurines available in the artist’s studio.



THE MEANING OF THE 
WORK
IL TEMERARIO/THE DAREDEVIL
The Daredevil is an abstract monument dedicated to young 

surfers. The result of considerable formal research, it is the 

synthesis of an image, the silhouette of a warrior 

brandishing a surfboard. The sculpture was conceived 

using a range of different materials such as concrete, 

bronze, aluminium and stone.

The image of  the Daredevil stands out against the blue 

sky like a giant blade, looming over the ocean alongside 

surfers from around the world, reminding us of the great 

feats of those who ride the waves. Unlike other well-

known surf-inspired works, the Daredevil is not intended 

to represent an individual, but the entire global surfing 

community. The tension of its lines expresses all the 

strength and simplicity we need. Creating this sculpture 

not only embellishes a place or a region, it honours the 

people of the sea and enshrines them in the symbol of 

the Daredevil.

Vincenzo Ganadu created this work as an answer to a challenge thrown 

down by the master Pinuccio Sciola when in 1995 at the Academy of Fine 

Arts in Sassari he asked his students to take inspiration from Nuragic 

bronzes and develop new figures with an archaic flavour. 

Ganadu accepted the challenge and created a series of figures 

representing archers and javelin throwers who express movement in 

their bronze form. The link with the sea, a visceral attachment for 

Ganadu, is clearly noticeable.

The Daredevil represents man facing life's challenges; the sea and its 

waves represent the trials that cyclically arise and provoke him to the point 

of challenging him.

The Daredevil confronts these tasks in order to overcome them.

He stands in silence, representing all those who accept the challenges, both 

from the sea and from life in general.

Hence the idea of creating a statue dedicated to young surfers from all 

around the world while remaining true to the link between art and the 

inspiration provided by the Master Sciola. Just as in the Nuraghic Age, 

bronze statues such as the Sinis giants of Monti Prama came to life, so 

too the Daredevil comes to life, a giant which concludes this artistic 

cycle. 

 Giacomo Paglietti



BIOGRAPHY OF THE ARTIST

VINCENZO GANADU
Vincenzo Ganadu was born in Sassari, Sardinia, in 1973, where he 

graduated from the Institute of Fine Arts. He then specialized in 

Sculpture at the Academy of Fine Arts of Bologna and Sassari, 

where he taught Sculpture Techniques from 2001 to 2002. He has 

worked with numerous artists including Pinuccio Sciola, Vittorio 

Calvi and Angelo Pilloni, and his works have been displayed in both 

public and private galleries.

He has also held numerous exhibitions in Italy and abroad, 

alongside his commitment to creating murals, which led him to play 

a central role in the creation of a large-scale work in Lima, Peru.

In the 1990s, he discovered surfing in Sardinia and together with 

this sport, he also established an artistic movement that over the 

years has led him to travel and work around the world, becoming 

known for the colour and dynamism of his paintings.  From 

Guethary and Biarritz in France, where he held his first surf art 

exhibitions, his works have attracted considerable interest and 

received excellent reviews in major surf magazines including 

Surf News in Italy, Surf Session and Surf Trip in France, The 

Surfer's Path in England and Australia, and Fluir in Brazil. Since 

2002, his paintings have been exhibited in Los Angeles and later in 

Hawaii, and this American exposure led to him being contacted by 

the Warner Bros film production company which chose some of his 

works for use in a number of film sets.

In 2008, his paintings were exhibited in Brisbane, Australia and 

later in Noosa Head, one of the many temples of surfing. His 

surf art has gone on to delight surfing champions, journalists, 

surfers in general and everyday ocean enthusiasts. Since 2015, 

with the Italian surfing scene in full swing, Ganadu has been 

invited to festivals, presentations, concerts, live paintings and 

many other types of events. Rimini, Verona, Gaeta, Formia, 

Pietrasanta, Cervia and Savona are just some of the places 

where his inspiring talent has been unleashed and it was during 

this period that his artistic research gained greater awareness, 

especially in terms of those environmental issues that are 

particularly dear to him.



BIOGRAPHY OF THE ARTIST

These explosions of positive imagination have 
also given rise to new projects such as 
PORTRAITS SURF LEGENDS exhibited in 
Pietrasanta, or SURF GIRL, in which Ganadu's 
work shifts toward the figurative: dynamism gives 
way to facial expressions, bodily balance and the 
energy that is inevitably transposed onto the 
canvas. In 2024, he exhibited "The Pioneers of 
Italian Surf" in Cervia, 25 portraits that trace the 
history of Italian surfing. Subsequently, he 
exhibited his works in "Born to Surf" in Gaeta 
and Formia.



CONTACTS

VINCENZO GANADU
+39 349.0628708

www.surfartganadu.com 

ganaduart@gmail.com

Progetto grafico ed impaginazione/Graphic design and page layout: www.alessandroforbice.it
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